FIRST  ENTRY
slate! Enhanced experience! A knowledge that the
acid test is soon to be applied and that when it comes
we shall not be found wanting! We are relieved by
a division from the East. They know nothing of
this country or of the enemy or of the requirements
of either! Some come in for instruction In advance*
We leave officers and N.C.O.'s behind to help. By
day these new soldiers wash, shave, strip, take off
their equipment and boots, have baths, sing songs,
play cards and sleep In the front line. They never
work! At nightfall they become uneasy. They are
careless by day and 'windy5 by night. They evidently
do not know the trenches are an outpost line. One
nice boy, whom I leave behind to show the ropes. Is
scandalously killed by one of their sentries. A subal-
tern at an early age he gave much promise. It is bad
enough to be shot by the enemy, that Is expected;
but one expects to be immune from the bullets of
one's own side, under normal war conditions,
although I did once hear a warrior say he didn't
care a hang who shot him as long as they made a
good quick job of it!